
A note about storytelling programming

Although I am known as a "champion liar" in the storytelling world, I actually tell many kinds of stories. 
My school and library programs usually run 45 - 60 minutes, although they can be shorter than that to 
accommodate an existing program or bell schedule. Occasionally they run longer but often students have 
trouble sitting still for that long! House concerts can run from 60 - 120 minutes with intermission.

Often when I visit schools or libraries I am asked for multicultural programs and usually for me that 
means Appalachian programming. Right now a common lineup would be "Four Types of Appalachian 
Story" which includes ballad, folklore, tall tale, and personal story. This kind of program includes an 
explanation of each kind of story through time and has room for questions.

As for stories from other parts of the world, I will only tell stories from my own ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds out of respect for storytellers around the world. This means I tell some traditional stories 
from the British Isles and a few from the Russian folk oeuvre.

Sometimes I am asked for a general entertainment program, which might include any of the above but 
also family story, traditional story (usually in the manner of "grandfather tales") or another kind of music.

I usually travel with my dulcimer and play it as part of my storytelling. If groups are moderately sized 
then I can also give an introduction to the dulcimer and play different styles of music on it. If I have 
advance notice, I can bring more than one for demonstrative and "hands on" purposes, but the latter does 
not work with large groups. I can also provide music on piano if one is available. I have a very small 
traveling piano that looks like a game-show prop that I use for young audiences, and I play some songs 
on autoharp. The songs I perform are story songs.

My newest CD, The Mountain Came Alive, is a collection of stories and songs about the last year in the life 
of a mountain that is slated to be strip-mined. It is an environmentally-based storytelling project and I am 
now telling and performing parts of that album to positive reviews. I can include some of these stories 
and songs in school and library programs; many of them stand alone without the context of the entire 
album. The album also has an interactive website and lesson plans for further exploration and learning, 
found at www.themountaincamealive.com  .

I am often asked for ghost stories but I do not tell ghost stories. I simply didn't grow up with a tradition 
of ghost stories. I have one in my back pocket for emergencies but only tell it on request.

I also have a few stories and songs that I generally only use for older student groups or adults, and in the 
school setting it is usually for creative writing, mythology, cultural studies, or advanced composition 
classes (middle or high school). This collection includes the strong Appalachian genre of murder ballads 
and also mountain witch stories. I usually do not share this set unless specifically asked due to the 
content of the stories. I also do not endorse murder or the occult. I look at these as cultural stories; often 
they include strong historical lessons about morals and faith.

All of this information is in addition to the information available in the promotional packet.

Let me know if there are questions or if more information is needed. Folks from schools, libraries, or those 
interested in house concerts are always welcome to contact me directly with requests, questions, or 
adjustments.
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